
Garden City Middle School 
Social Studies – Grade 6 

Instructional Philosophy: 

The sixth grade program is designed as an overview of the the Eastern Hemisphere from 

Paleolithic times through the Renaissance.  Students will explore the lasting impact that early 

civilizations have had on world history.  Through their study of world history, students will gain 

insight into their own culture.   

During the course of the study, students will develop important skills including: reading for 

information; essay writing; note taking strategies; compare and contrast; and critical thinking.   

Garden City Middle School’s Sixth Grade curriculum seeks to balance the need for a guaranteed 

curriculum with flexibility in response to student needs.  Aligned with NYS standards in social 

studies, it is designed to guide teachers yet preserve their autonomy in instructional decision-

making.  Teachers utilize essential questions in order for students to grapple with complex 

historical issues to develop a deeper level of understanding of the content. 

Some of the essential questions examined in sixth grade include: 

 How has geography shaped history and culture? 

 Does location matter? 

 How do art and architecture reflect the values of a society? 

 How has religion shaped the historical and cultural development of civilizations 

 How have societies tried to achieve and maintain order? 

 What makes a great leader? 

 How has technology changed how people live? 

Overview of Grade 6: 

The sixth grade social studies classes meet every day for one period.  The year begins with an 

introduction to geography, regions of the world and map skills which are then reinforced in each 

unit throughout the curriculum.  As the river valley civilizations are studied, the students will 

study the similarities and differences in each culture. The relationship between a society’s 

development and their geographic location is examined in each unit.  In addition, the connections 

to our own culture are discussed.  Students explore the development of government, literature, 

art and culture during the Middle Ages.  

Knowledge and Skills Objectives: 

1. To develop critical thinking skills when examining historical events. 

2. To develop essay writing and note taking skills. 

3. To analyze primary and secondary sources as clues to our past. 

4. To see how the early civilizations developed and their influence on our culture 

  

http://pdonline.ascd.org/pd_demo/lesson.cfm?SID=92
http://pdonline.ascd.org/pd_demo/lesson.cfm?SID=92
http://www.galileo.org/tips/essential_questions.html


Units of study: 

1. Map skills and Regions of the World 

2. Pre-history  and Early Civilized Humans 

3. Ancient Egypt 

4. Mesopotamia 

5. Indus River Valley 

6. Ancient Chinese Civilization 

7. Ancient Greece 

8. Ancient Rome 

9. The Renaissance 

10. The Reformation 

Major Resources: 

Adventures in Time and Place  - McGraw – Hill Publishers 

 

 


